Habitat Project Proposal

Proposal Title: Deadman Bench Range Improvement Proposal Number: 1081

DWR Region: Northeastern Region Lead Agency: DWR County: Uintah

Project Manager: Tory Mathis PM Phone: 4357816733 Regional Priority: Within Focus Area
Project Type: Terrestrial Habitat Proposed Start Date: 07/01/2008

Project Location: Deadman bench, north of Bonanza.

Project Description: Spray and seed 525 acres of greenstrips and cheatgrass dominated areas to improve forage for domestic livestock and habitat for
pronghorn and sagegrouse

Description of ~ This area is dominated by mature, decadent sagebrush with an understory composed primarily of cheatgrass. The lack of forbs and
Problem/Need: beneficial grasses detract from the value of this habitat for sage grouse, pronghorn, and domestic livestock. The cheatgrass
component also adds the risk of catastrophic wildfire. Several years ago, greenstrips were created, which were largely unsuccessful.

Objectives: Control potential wildfires through the re-treatment of greenstrips, control of cheatgrass (using Plateau herbicide), and the introduction
of fire-resistant species, such as forage kochia. Establish desirable vegetative component in treated areas to improve habitat and
forage for wildlife and grazing opportunities for the lease owner in the area.

Relevanceto  Greater sage grouse is a Tier |l species according to the WAP. This project is consistent with the DWR's management plan for sage
Strategic Plans: grouse.

Potential Risks: Risk of cheatgrass expansion if plateau herbicide is not used. Risk of failed seed establishment, depending on the moisture received.

Proposed Methods: Previously created greenstrips will be retreated by application of Plateau herbicide to control cheatgrass. Desireable species will then
be seeded using a rangeland drill. Other cheatgrass dominated areas (a burned area, draws, reclaimed well-pads, etc.) will be treated

using the same method. If successful, a phase Il project will likely include treating new areas of previously undisturbed sagebrush as
well as potential water developments.

Shapefile Name: deadman.shp Seed Source:

UPCD Reg Team Coord Date:

Proposed
NEPA Action:

Proposed
Arch Action:
Vegetation Monitoring Wildlife Monitoring

Monitoring Details: A range-trend study site will be established in the area, with baseline data taken before treatment begins. Repeat photopoints will
also be established. Sage grouse will be monitored during annual lek counts as well as additional telemetry studies.

Cons. Outreach
Details:

SPECIES BENEFITING

Greater Sage-grouse Pronghorn Domestic Livestock Shrubsteppe Birds

LAND OWNERSHIP

Owner Acres

BLM 461

SITLA 62
Total 523
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Habitat Project Proposal

PROPOSED FUNDING

Amount Date Amount
Source Requested Approved Approved
DNR Watershed (FY09) $85,641.00 $0.00
Totals $85,641.00 $0.00
PROPOSED BUDGET
In Kind/
Item Description DWR Account Partner Contrib.
Contractual Services herbicide application @ $20/acre $10,500.00 $0.00
Materials and Supplies Plateau herbicide @ $277/gal, 8oz/acre $9,141.00 $0.00
Contractual Services drill seeding contract @ $30/acre $15,750.00 $0.00
Seed (GBRC) $90/acre $47,250.00 $0.00
Motor Pool vehicle mileage $1,000.00 $0.00
Motor Pool seed transport $1,000.00 $0.00
Equipment transport $1,000.00 $0.00
Totals $85,641.00 $0.00

Project Map:
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